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Snapshot of 2020 Presidential Candidates on Key Work/Family Issues 
Updated August 20, 2019 

      

The Better Life Lab at New America is tracking candidates’ 2020 positions on four critical gender equity and work/family 

issues – early child care and learning, equal pay, paid family and medical leave and gender-based workplace harassment – 

using three indicators: (1) candidates’ campaign websites; (2) statements made in a major speech or op-ed; and (3) history 

of bill sponsorship or co-sponsorship or executive action.1  

      

A snapshot of where each candidate stands at this point in the election cycle is below, with a hyperlink to a source. Our 

analysis provides credit to any candidate who mentions the need for action on an issue on their website or in a major 

speech or op-ed, although we note some candidates have gone much further than others in detailing specific plans. We use 

asterisks below to note key differences in policy focus and scope in two areas: early care and learning (to distinguish 

candidates who discuss or have a record on child care quality and access for children ages zero to three versus those 

focused only on pre-K for three-and four-year-olds) and paid family and medical leave (to distinguish candidates who 

discuss or have a record on comprehensive paid family and medical leave for parents of new children as well as people 

dealing with serious personal or family health issues versus those who focus only on leave for parents of new children). 

      

Our analysis does not suggest endorsement, support of, or opposition to any candidate; it is simply a record of whether 

each candidate has addressed a particular issue. Please contact us for further details our perspectives on specific proposals. 

 

 

Name (alphabetical) Metric Early Care 
and Learning 

Gender-
Based Equal 
Pay 

Paid Family & 
Medical Leave  

Gender-Based 
Workplace 
Harassment 

Michael Bennet 2020 campaign platform + + +       

Supportive statements   +*                   

Position while in office  + +       

Joe Biden 2020 campaign platform   +*              

Supportive statements                    

Position while in office  + +  

Cory Booker 2020 campaign platform  + +, +        

Supportive statements + + + + 

Position while in office + + + + 

                                                                 
1 We used the following sources for each metric: 

● 2020 campaign platform: Campaign website and campaign Medium posts 

● Supportive statements: Op-ed or major speech associated with presidential candidacy (announcement speech or, for the 

Democratic candidates, a speech at the California Democratic Party Convention, the Iowa Democratic Party Hall of Fame Forum 

or the Move On Big Ideas Forum)  

● Position while in office:  

o For current or former federal lawmakers, co-sponsorship of four federal bills (the Child Care for Working Families Act 

(child care), the Paycheck Fairness Act (equal pay), the Family And Medical Insurance Leave (FAMILY) Act (paid family 

and medical leave) and either the EMPOWER Act or the BE HEARD Act (workplace harassment)) 

o For current or former governors or mayors, executive actions or support for legislation 

* Campaign stance or position in office is limited only to pre-K3 or 4 and does not address access to affordable, quality child care 

**Campaign stance or action in office is limited to paid leave for new parents, rather than full paid family and medical leave 

      

mailto:zalatoris@newamerica.org
https://michaelbennet.com/vision/drive-economic-opportunity/
https://michaelbennet.com/vision/drive-economic-opportunity/
https://michaelbennet.com/vision/drive-economic-opportunity/
https://www.c-span.org/video/?461356-1/white-house-hopefuls-speak-iowa-democratic-party-hall-fame-forum
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/270/cosponsors?pageSort=alpha
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/463/cosponsors?pageSort=alpha
https://joebiden.com/education/
http://www.cnn.com/2010/POLITICS/07/20/white.house.paycheck.fairness/index.html
https://observer.com/2016/01/joe-biden-makes-an-emotional-appeal-for-paid-family-leave/
https://corybooker.com/issues/economic-security-and-opportunity/
https://medium.com/@corybooker/how-i-will-take-immediate-action-to-protect-reproductive-rights-as-president-fd7f5d28f616
https://corybooker.com/issues/health-care/policy-page/
https://medium.com/@corybooker/a-hometown-kickoff-4d42c8100f9c
https://medium.com/@corybooker/a-hometown-kickoff-4d42c8100f9c
https://medium.com/@corybooker/a-hometown-kickoff-4d42c8100f9c
https://medium.com/@corybooker/a-hometown-kickoff-4d42c8100f9c
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/568/cosponsors
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/270/cosponsors?pageSort=alpha
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/463/cosponsors?pageSort=alpha
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/1082/cosponsors?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22s1082%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=1
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Name Metric Early Care 
and Learning 

Equal Pay Paid Family & 
Medical Leave  

Workplace 
Harassment 

Steve Bullock 2020 campaign platform   +*  +       

Supportive statements                    

Position while in office + +             

Pete Buttigieg 2020 campaign platform + + +, + + 

Supportive statements        +       

Position while in office       +**       

Julián Castro 2020 campaign platform   + + +       

Supportive statements   +*         

Position while in office   +*         

Bill de Blasio 2020 campaign platform  + + + 

Supportive statements          

Position while in office   +* +     +** + 

John Delaney 2020 campaign platform   +* + + + 

Supportive statements +         

Position while in office  + +       

Tulsi Gabbard 2020 campaign platform  +        

Supportive statements               

Position while in office  + +       

Kirsten Gillibrand 2020 campaign platform + + +, + + 

Supportive statements + + +       

Position while in office + + + + 

Mike Gravel 
(withdrew from race, 
August 6) 

2020 campaign platform +      +**       

Supportive statements          

Position while in office               

Kamala Harris 2020 campaign platform + + + + 

Supportive statements + + +       

Position while in office + + + + 

John Hickenlooper 
(withdrew from race, 
August 15) 

2020 campaign platform + + + + 

Supportive statements        +       

Position while in office   +*         

Jay Inslee 2020 campaign platform + + + + 

Supportive statements        +       

Position while in office   +* + +       

Amy Klobuchar 2020 campaign platform +       +, +       

Supportive statements +  +       

Position while in office + + + + 

Wayne Messam 2020 campaign platform          

Supportive statements               

Position while in office          

Seth Moulton 2020 campaign platform        +  

Supportive statements               

Position while in office + + + + 

Beto O’Rourke 2020 campaign platform   + + +  

Supportive statements   +* + +       

Position while in office + + +  

https://stevebullock.com/education/
https://stevebullock.com/economy/
https://news.mt.gov/governor-steve-bullocks-2019-state-of-the-state-address
https://equalpay.mt.gov/
https://peteforamerica.com/issues/
https://peteforamerica.com/empowering-workers/
https://peteforamerica.com/empowering-workers/
https://peteforamerica.com/rural-america
https://peteforamerica.com/empowering-workers/
https://www.indystar.com/story/news/politics/2019/04/15/full-transcript-pete-buttigiegs-2020-presidential-campaign-announcement/3472030002/
https://www.southbendtribune.com/news/local/buttigieg-seeks-new-paid-parental-leave-benefit-for-city-of/article_f00804ae-1baf-5cbc-b274-efd551a7be3a.html
https://issues.juliancastro.com/working-families-first/
https://issues.juliancastro.com/working-families-first/
https://issues.juliancastro.com/working-families-first/
http://www.capradio.org/articles/2019/06/02/listen-to-all-14-democratic-presidential-candidates-speeches-from-the-california-democratic-convention/
https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/08/17/san-antonio-pre-k-program-mayor-julian-castro-215497
https://billdeblasio.com/billofrights/
https://billdeblasio.com/billofrights/
https://billdeblasio.com/billofrights/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/01/nyregion/deblasio-pre-k-program-nyc.html?module=inline
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/285-17/mayor-de-blasio-signs-bill-prohibiting-all-nyc-employers-inquiring-salary-history-job#/0
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/025-16/mayor-de-blasio-signs-paid-parental-leave-personnel-order-nyc-workers#/0
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/058-19/de-blasio-admninistration-launches-gender-based-anti-harassment-unit
https://www.johndelaney.com/issues/education/
https://www.johndelaney.com/issues/womens-rights/
https://www.johndelaney.com/issues/womens-rights/
https://www.johndelaney.com/issues/womens-rights/
https://www.c-span.org/video/?461356-1/white-house-hopefuls-speak-iowa-democratic-party-hall-fame-forum
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/1869/cosponsors?q=%7B%22search%22:%5b%22%5C%22Paycheck+Fairness+Act%5C%22%22%5d%7D&r=2&s=4&pageSort=alpha
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/947/cosponsors?q=%7B%22search%22:%5b%22H.R.+947%22%5d%7D&r=1&s=2&pageSort=alpha
https://www.tulsi2020.com/record/stand-womens-rights#gs.xobqia
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7/cosponsors?q=%7B%22search%22:%5b%22HR+7%22%5d%7D&r=1&s=3&pageSort=alpha
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/1185/cosponsors?q=%7B%22search%22:%5b%22Family+and+Medical+Insurance+Leave+Act%22%5d%7D&r=1&s=5&pageSort=alpha
https://kirstengillibrand.com/issues/women-and-families/
https://kirstengillibrand.com/issues/women-and-families/
https://kirstengillibrand.com/issues/women-and-families/
https://medium.com/team-gillibrand/my-aging-with-dignity-plan-to-support-americas-seniors-2a63c8ccc76c
https://kirstengillibrand.com/issues/women-and-families/
https://medium.com/team-gillibrand/the-family-bill-of-rights-a-new-economic-policy-for-my-first-100-days-in-office-ea2152f00f23?source=---------7------------------
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LVWRw5m7ENk
https://medium.com/team-gillibrand/the-family-bill-of-rights-a-new-economic-policy-for-my-first-100-days-in-office-ea2152f00f23?source=---------7------------------
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/568/cosponsors
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/270/cosponsors?pageSort=alpha
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/463/cosponsors?pageSort=alpha
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/1082/cosponsors?q=%7B%22search%22:%5b%22Be+HEard%22%5d%7D&r=2&s=1&pageSort=alpha
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-z5dDCUEfZZaaaXsus19a8mF8DOkxm90mpbQWAqaI_Y/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-z5dDCUEfZZaaaXsus19a8mF8DOkxm90mpbQWAqaI_Y/edit
https://kamalaharris.org/issue/economic-justice/
https://kamalaharris.org/issue/gender-equality/
https://kamalaharris.org/issue/gender-equality/
https://kamalaharris.org/issue/gender-equality/
https://medium.com/@SenKamalaHarris/the-cost-of-child-care-is-straining-families-d29433397ba8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LVWRw5m7ENk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LVWRw5m7ENk
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/568/cosponsors
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/270/cosponsors?pageSort=alpha
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/463/cosponsors?pageSort=alpha
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/574
https://www.hickenlooper.com/issues/
https://www.hickenlooper.com/issues/
https://www.hickenlooper.com/issues/
https://www.hickenlooper.com/issues/
https://www.cnn.com/2019/03/20/opinions/americas-workforce-john-hickenlooper/index.html
https://www.hickenlooper.com/about/
https://www.jayinslee.com/issues/putting-families-first#providing-children-and-parents-the-best-start-possible-anchor
https://www.jayinslee.com/issues/putting-families-first#providing-children-and-parents-the-best-start-possible-anchor
https://www.jayinslee.com/issues/putting-families-first
https://www.jayinslee.com/issues/putting-families-first#providing-children-and-parents-the-best-start-possible-anchor
https://blog.4president.org/2020/2019/03/jay-inslee-2020-presidential-campaign-announcement-speech-transcript.html
https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2019_State_of_the_state_Final.pdf
https://www.governor.wa.gov/news-media/state%E2%80%99s-new-equal-pay-opportunity-act-takes-effect-today
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/politics/inslee-signs-plan-for-paid-family-leave/
https://amyklobuchar.com/issues/shared-prosperity-and-economic-justice/
https://amyklobuchar.com/issues/shared-prosperity-and-economic-justice/
https://medium.com/@AmyforAmerica/senator-klobuchars-plan-for-seniors-efce83143761
https://www.c-span.org/video/?461356-1/white-house-hopefuls-speak-iowa-democratic-party-hall-fame-forum
http://www.capradio.org/articles/2019/06/02/listen-to-all-14-democratic-presidential-candidates-speeches-from-the-california-democratic-convention/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/568/cosponsors
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/270/cosponsors?pageSort=alpha
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/463/cosponsors?pageSort=alpha
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/1082/cosponsors?q=%7B%22search%22:%5b%22Be+HEard%22%5d%7D&r=2&s=1&pageSort=alpha
https://sethmoulton.com/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/568/cosponsors
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7/cosponsors?q=%7B%22search%22:%5b%22HR+7%22%5d%7D&r=1&s=3&pageSort=alpha
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/1185/cosponsors?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr1185%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/2148/cosponsors?q=%7B%22search%22:%5b%22BE+HEard+in+the+Workplace+Act%22%5d%7D&r=1&s=2&pageSort=alpha
https://betoorourke.com/#plans
https://betoorourke.com/#plans
https://betoorourke.com/#plans
https://betoorourke.com/kickoff-remarks/
https://betoorourke.com/kickoff-remarks/#top
https://betoorourke.com/kickoff-remarks/#top
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/3773/cosponsors?pageSort=alpha
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/1869/cosponsors?q=%7B%22search%22:%5B%22%5C%22Paycheck+Fairness+Act%5C%22%22%5D%7D&r=2&s=4&pageSort=alpha
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/947/cosponsors?q=%7B%22search%22:%5B%22H.R.+947%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=2&pageSort=alpha
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Name Metric Early Care 
and Learning 

Equal Pay Paid Family & 
Medical Leave  

Workplace 
Harassment 

Tim Ryan 2020 campaign platform          

Supportive statements     

Position while in office + + + + 

Bernie Sanders 2020 campaign platform +, + +  +  + 

Supportive statements     +  

Position while in office + + + + 

Joe Sestak 2020 campaign platform + +  +        

Supportive statements     

Position while in office  +   

Eric Swalwell 
(withdrew from race, 
July 8) 

2020 campaign platform     

Supportive statements     

Position while in office + + +  

Tom Steyer 2020 campaign platform     

Supportive statements     

Position while in office     

Donald Trump 2020 campaign platform          

Supportive statements     

Position while in office             +**       

Elizabeth Warren 2020 campaign platform +, +, + +, +, +        + + 

Supportive statements + +      +       + 

Position while in office + + + + 

Bill Weld 2020 campaign platform     

Supportive statements          

Position while in office     

Marianne Williamson 2020 campaign platform + + + + 

Supportive statements     

Position while in office     

Andrew Yang 2020 campaign platform   +* +    +**  

Supportive statements          

Position while in office     

 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/1364/cosponsors?q=%7B%22search%22:%5b%22Child+Care+for+Working+Families+Act%22%5d%7D&r=1&s=2&pageSort=alpha
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7/cosponsors?q=%7B%22search%22:%5b%22HR+7%22%5d%7D&r=1&s=3&pageSort=alpha
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/1185/cosponsors?q=%7B%22search%22:%5b%22Family+and+Medical+Insurance+Leave+Act%22%5d%7D&r=1&s=5&pageSort=alpha
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/2148/cosponsors?q=%7B%22search%22:%5b%22BE+HEard+in+the+Workplace+Act%22%5d%7D&r=1&s=2&pageSort=alpha
https://berniesanders.com/issues/fight-for-working-families/
https://berniesanders.com/issues/revitalizing-rural-america/
https://berniesanders.com/issues/fight-for-womens-rights/
https://berniesanders.com/issues/fight-for-working-families/
https://berniesanders.com/issues/fight-for-womens-rights/
https://www.vox.com/2019/6/12/18663217/bernie-sanders-democratic-socialism-speech-transcript
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/568/cosponsors
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/270/cosponsors?pageSort=alpha
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/463/cosponsors?pageSort=alpha
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/1082/cosponsors?q=%7B%22search%22:%5b%22Be+HEard%22%5d%7D&r=2&s=1&pageSort=alpha
https://www.joesestak.com/issues/poverty/
https://www.joesestak.com/issues/womens-rights/
https://www.joesestak.com/issues/poverty/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/house-bill/12/cosponsors?q=%7b%22search%22:%5b%22/%22Paycheck+Fairness+Act/%22+2009%22%5d%7d&r=5&s=1&pageSort=alpha
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/1364/cosponsors?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr1364%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7/cosponsors?q=%7B%22search%22:%5b%22HR+7%22%5d%7D&r=1&s=3&pageSort=alpha
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/1185/cosponsors?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr1185%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=4
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/general/budget/2020/CBJ-2020-V1-07.pdf
https://medium.com/@teamwarren/my-plan-for-universal-child-care-762535e6c20a?&mkwid=sQfEtXD93%7Cpcrid%7C355237762071%7Cpkw%7Celizabeth%20warren%20campaign%7Cpmt%7Cp%7Cpdv%7Cc%7Cslid%7C%7Cproduct%7C%7Cpgrid%7C71448467266%7Cptaid%7Ckwd-301222817748%7C&pgrid=71448467266&ptaid=kwd-301222817748&subsource=GS-71448467266-elizabeth%20warren%20campaign-p-355237762071&gclid=Cj0KCQjwl6LoBRDqARIsABllMSa5mhOZvewNhtrw5vRVpKhXEwCNVw4qFxmCsVQz5vx7z3Bcx9-ed4waAja6EALw_wcB&refcode=WFP2019-LB-GS-NAT&refcode2=GS-71448467266-elizabeth%20warren%20campaign-p-355237762071
https://medium.com/@teamwarren/my-plan-to-invest-in-rural-america-94e3a80d88aa
https://medium.com/@teamwarren/the-coming-economic-crash-and-how-to-stop-it-355703da148b
https://elizabethwarren.com/issues#latest-announcements
https://medium.com/@teamwarren/valuing-the-work-of-women-of-color-c652bf6ccc9a
https://medium.com/@teamwarren/the-coming-economic-crash-and-how-to-stop-it-355703da148b
https://medium.com/@teamwarren/valuing-the-work-of-women-of-color-c652bf6ccc9a
https://medium.com/@teamwarren/valuing-the-work-of-women-of-color-c652bf6ccc9a
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LVWRw5m7ENk
https://medium.com/@teamwarren/valuing-the-work-of-women-of-color-c652bf6ccc9a
https://medium.com/@teamwarren/valuing-the-work-of-women-of-color-c652bf6ccc9a
https://medium.com/@teamwarren/valuing-the-work-of-women-of-color-c652bf6ccc9a
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/568/cosponsors
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/270/cosponsors?pageSort=alpha
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/463/cosponsors?pageSort=alpha
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/1082/cosponsors?q=%7B%22search%22:%5b%22Be+HEard%22%5d%7D&r=2&s=1&pageSort=alpha
https://www.marianne2020.com/issues/child-advocacy
https://www.marianne2020.com/issues/womens-rights
https://www.marianne2020.com/issues/womens-rights
https://www.marianne2020.com/issues/womens-rights
https://www.yang2020.com/policies/early-childhood-education/
https://www.yang2020.com/policies/fight-for-equal-pay/
https://www.yang2020.com/policies/paid-family-leave/

